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Mr. RowLandD HILI's Tract, &c. 


1 


N the tract juſt publiſhed by Mr. Rowland Hill, 
there are ſeveral aſertions which are not true. 
And the whole pamphlet is wrote in an wnchriftian 
and wngentlemanlike manner. I ſhall firſt ſet down 
the aſſertions in order, and then proceed to the man- 
ner. 

I. 1. Throughout the whole of Paul's epiſtles, 
he can ſcarcely write a fingle line without mention- 
ing Chriſt.” page 3. I juſt opened on the 15th 
chapter of the firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians. In. 
the laſt thirty verſes of this chapter, how often does 
he mention Chrif! ? In every fingle line. | 

2. In that wretched harangae, which he calls 
a Sermon, he makes himſelf the only ſubject of bis 
own panegyrics. p. 4. 

Being aware FP this charge, I have ſaid, ©* T am, 
in one reſpect, an improper perſon to give this in- 
formation; as it will oblige me frequently to ſpeak 
of myſelf, which may have the appearance . oſ- 
tentation. But with regard to this, I can only caſt 
myſelf upon the candour of my hearers, being per- 
ſuaded they will put the moſt favourable conſtruc- 
tion, upon what is not a matter of choice, but of 
neceſſity, For there is no other perſon, it I decline 
the taſk, who can upply my place, who has a per-- 


fect - 


te! 


fect knowledge of the work in queſtion, from the 
beginning ot it to this day.“ Sermon, page q. 

I vive an account of the riſe of this work at Oxford, 
ſrom 1725 to 1735, p. 10—14. At London and 
eltewhere, p. 16—19. In all this there is not a 


3 line of panegyric upon myſelf, but a naked reeital' of 


facts. Nor is there any panegyric on any one in 
the following pages, but a plain account of the 
Methodiſt Doctrines. 

It may be obſerved, (if it is worth obſerving) 
That I preached in the open air, in October, 1735. 
Mr. V*hirghe/g, was not then ordained. | 

3. Not a ſingle line tending to vindicate, or- 
iljoſtrate any one fundamental doctrine of the goſ- 
pel appears throughout the whole.” p. 4. Yes; 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, is one fundamen- 
tal doctrine of the goſpel; Thou ſhalt love thy neig h- 
bour as i is another. And both theſe are vin- 
dicated and illuſtrated for ſeveral pages together. 
4. Fis ſacrilegious hand violates the aſhes. of 
the dead, traduces the character of Mr. Whitefield, 
inſinuates, that he was the firſt who preached in 
the open air; with the greate/{ bitterneſs of ſpeech, 
traduces the dead, as a diſſenter from the Church. 

. 16. 3 

: My words are (Sermon p. 42.) „A good man, 
who met with us ,at Oxford, while he was abſent. 
from us, converſed much with diſſenters, and con- 
tracted a ſtrong prejudice againſt the church. And 
not long after he totally ſeparated from us; “ 
from my brother and me. This is every word I ſay 
about Mr. hit feld. And is this. “ violating the 
aſhes of the dead?” Is this traducing his charac- 
ter?” Certainly not traducing him as ** a, difſenter 
from the Church, Much leſs “ with the greateſt bits 
terneſs of ſpeech.” Where is the bitternefs ? And this 
is the whole ground for pouring out ſuch a flood of 
abuſe, obloguy, and calumny ! But Mr. Hill goes on, 
„With ungodly craft he claws up the aſhes of the. 
dead. He ſays, Mr. Whitfield by converſing with 
the diſſenters? (I mean chiefly the Preſbyterians 

in 
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in New England) „ contracted a ſtrong prejudice 
againſt the Church“ page 18. I fay fo ſtill. And 
how will Mr, Hill difprove it? Why, he mani- 
feſted his ſtrong attachment to the Church, by ereet- 
ing Tottenham-Court Chapel for the celebration cf 
the Chureh fervice ; yea, and reading the liturgy- 
himſelf.” Nay, if this proved his ſtrong attach- 
ment to the Church, it will equally prove mine. 
For I have read the liturgy as often as he. And'I 
am now erecting a Chape! (Hine illæ lachrymæ!) 
for the celebration of the Church ſervice. ä 

5. He caſt lots for his creed.” p. 8. Never 
in my life. That paltry ſtory is untrue.” They 
who tell it, caſt no honour upon him, who publiſh» 
ed a private letter, wrote in confidence of friendſhip. - 

6. He gives up the righteou/neſ3 of Chriſi.“ p. 9. 
No more than I give up his Godhead. But [ re- 
nonnce both the phraje and thing, as it is explained 
by Antinomian writers. 5 1 

7. He gives up the Atonement of Chriſt. The 
atonement, and the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, he con- 
ſiders as mere words.” p. 10, Nothing can be more 
falſe... It is not concerning theſe I adviie- 


Projicere ampullas, & Ele albadalia uerbi. | 5 85 


© But a man cannot frar God, and work richteouf+ + 
neſs evangelically without living faith.“ Moſt cer- - 
tainly, And who denies this? I have proved e- 
an hundred times. - 2, "Aw 
8. He xENOUNCED the grand 'proteſtant doc- 
trine of Juſtification by faith alone, in thoſe Horrid 
minutes. I never renounced it yet, and I truſt; ne- - 
ver ſhall. The horrid Minutes Mr. Fletcher has fo ef- 
fectually vindicated, that I wonder Mr. Hin ſhould : 
mention them any more. M e ee 
9. After all poſſible candor and forbearnnce had 
been ſhewn to him.” (By whom? By Mr. Topla- 
dy? Mr. Richard Hill? or Mr. Round, who has - 
excelied them all?) “ This. interloper (a pretty 
word, but what does it mean ?Y „has totally re- 
nounced the goſpel of Chris.“ p. 11. Totally falſe: 
5 | oF" R 


[SI | 
_ by the goſpel be meant Antinomian Calvi- 
niſm, | | 

10. In his laſt year's minutes, he ſpeaks of the 
doctrines of Grace” (Calviniſm) ** with as much we- 
nom as ever.“ Juſt as much, Let the reader judge, 
The words occur, page 11. 8 

26. Calvinilm has been the greateſt hin- 
drance of the work of God. What makes men 
ſwallow it ſo greedily? 

A. Becauſe it is ſo pleafing to fleſh and blood, the 
doctrine of Final Perſeverance in particular. 

Q. 27. What can be done to ſtop its progreſs ? 

A. 1. Let all our preachers carefully read our 
Tracts, and Mr, Fletcher's and Sellon's : 

2. Let them preach Univerſal Redemption fre- 
quently and explicitly; but in love and gentleneſs : 
taking care never to return railing for railing. Let 
the Catviniſts have all this on their fide.” 

| | Ecce fignum / | 

11, © He is moſt marvellouſly curious in forbid. 
ding his preachers to ſay, My Lady.” | 

Were ever words ſo diſtorted and miſrepreſented ! 
The words in the minutes are page 12. 

„Do not imitate them (the Calviniſts of Tre- 
-yecka in particular) in ſcreaming, allegorizing, 
calling themſelves ordained, boaſting themſelves of 
| their learning, the college, or my lady.” 

1s this ** forbidding them to ſay, my lady?” No 
more than forbidding them to make a bow. 

12. A vaſt number of Sluts had taken poſſeſſion 
of the preaching-houſes“ (No: the preaching- 
houſes were not in queſtion:) “and female ſerwanis, 
by courteſy called maids,” (civil and kind! But 
neither were ſervants in 1 :) „are filthy ſlo- 
dens in their perſons, dreſs, and manervres.” (See, 
Mr, Hill underſtands French /) * So Mr. Jobn gives 
the public to underſtand.” No not Mr. Jobn, but 

Mr. Hill. He goes on. And how is this mighty 
grievance to be redreſſed?ꝰ Why, Wa 7 this So- 
lomdn in a caffock,” (Is not that witty ?) „ Sluts 


are to be kept out, by not letting them in,” 7 * 
n 


1 


And is all this wit beſtowed upon three poor lines ? 
The words are juſt theſe : 
„ Complaint is made that Sluts ſpoil our houſes, 
& How then can we prevent this?“ 

& Let no known Slut live in any of them.“ | 
What a colour does Mr. Hill put upon this? But 
mean time where is Conſcience? Where is Honour? 

13. He denies the doctrines of the Church of 
England.” p. 13. That is, abſolute predeſtination. 
Mr. Sellou has abundantly proved, that this is no 
doctrine of the Church of England. When Mr. 
Hill has anſwered his arguments, I will give him 
ſome more. The objections againſt lay-preachers 
(which come ill from Mr, Hi!) J have largely an- 
ſwered in the Third Appeal to Men of Reaſon and Re- 
ligion. But I know not that any lay-preachers in 
connexion with me, either baptize children, or ad- 
miniſter the Lord's Supper. I never intreated any 
thing of Biſhop Eraſmus (who had abundant unex- 
ceptionable credentials, as to his epiſcopal character) 
Nor did he ever reject any overture” made b 
me, p. 14. Herein Mr. Hl has been miſinformed. 
I deny the fact; let him produce his evidence. The 
perfection J hold is ſo far from being contrary to the 
doctrine of our Church, that it is exactly the ſame 
which every Clergyman prays for every Sunday, 
« Cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts by the inſpi- 
ration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may pcrfeeliy love 
thee, and qworthily magnify thy Holy Name. 4 I mean 
neither more nor leſs than this. In docttine chere- 
fore I do not diſſent from the Church of England. 

14. However, he renounces the diſcipline of the 
church.” page 15. This objection too I have an- 
ſwered at large, in my letters to Dr. Church; ano- 
ther kind of opponent than Mr. Rowland Hl. 
A gentleman, a ſcholar and a chriſtian: and as ſuch- 
he both ſpoke and wrote, | 

15. He falſely ſays, Almoſtall who were edu- 


cated at Trevecka, except thoſe that were ordained, 
and ſome of them too, diſclaimed the Church, nay, 
and ſpoke of it upon all occaſions with exquiſite bit= 

terneſs 


14) 
terneſs and contempt.” This is a terrible truth. I 
Lady Huntingdon requires it, I can procure affida- 
vits, botli concerning the time and place. 

16. He proteſies, he flanc!s in no need of Chriſt's 
righteauſneſs.” page 23. Incver profeiled any ſuch 
thing, The very ſermon referred to, the fifch in 
the firſt volume, proves the contrary, But J flatly 
deny that ſenſe of imputed ri, bien 5g, which Mr. 
Hill contends for. 

17. He capre maintains the merit of good 
eworks, in order to juſtification,” page 24. Neither 
expreſſly, nor implicitly. I Hape Mr. il has not 
read Mr. Fletcher*s Checks, nor my ſermons on the 
ſubject. If he has not, he has a poor excuſe for this 
aſſertion ; If he has, be can have no excule at all. 

18, „ He contradicts himſelf concerning Enoch 
and Elijah, Sce his notes the former edition.” 
p. 28. " Wiſely directed! For Mr, Hill knew the 
miſtake was corrected 1 in the next edition. 

19. Fe is ever raifing malicious accufutions 
ä againſt the lives and Jofrines of all Calviniſts, whe- 
ther Cburchmen or Diſſenters, throughout all the 
kingdom.“ p. 2 

Thouſands of Calviniſts know the contrary, both 
Churchmen and Diſſenters. 

20. He exerts all his art, to irritate the civit” 
powers againſt all the people of God.” p. 30. He 
ſays, The Diſſenters rewile and lightly efteem the ſa- 
ered perſqn of the king,” I anſwer 1. Are the 
Diſſentèrs are the Calviniſts, all the peop le FGO? 
2. If you think they are, do all theſe Jeſend the: 
American rebels? Who affirms it ? T hope, not a 
quarter, not a tenth part of them. 3. Do I ſay, 
All the Difſenters revile the king? I. neither fay ſo, 
nor think ſo, Thoſe that do, are guilty of What 
you impute to me. „They bs { irritate i e Civil, Pow- 
ers” againſt themſelves. | 

21. He ſays he will no more contivuehn fellow- 
ſhip with Calviniſts than with thieves, drunkards, or 
common ſwearers.“ No: I ſay 1 will have ho fel- 
lowſhip with thoſe avþo rail at their , gove / nors, ne 

they 
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they Calviniſts or Arminians) who Het all manner 
of evil of them in private, if not in public too.” 
& Such is the character he gives of the Calviniſtic 
Methodiſts.” p. 31. I do not; no more than of the 
Arminians. But I kno there have been ſuch a- 
mong them : if they are wiſer now, I am glad. In 
the mean time let him wear the cap whom it fits, 
be it Mr. Wilkes or Mr. Hill himſelt. 

22. This apeſiate miſcreant” (civil!) ““ invites 
the king and his miniſters, to fall upon,” whom ? 
Thoſe who ** rail at their governors, who ſpeak all 
manner of evil of them, in private, it not in public 
too.“ TI am glad they cry out, though before they 
are hurt, and I hope they will ceaſe to frat evil of 
dignities, before thoſe who bear nat the favord in vain 
Fall upon them, not for their opinion, but their evil 
practices. : 

23. He fays, Calviniſts and all Diſſenters are 
rebels, p. 32. I never ſaid or thought ſo. But 
a few years ago, he himſelf thought the Americans 
were in the right.“ I did; for then I thought that 
they ſought nothing but legal Liberty : but as ſoon 
as I was convinced they ſought Undependency, I 
knew they were in the wrong. Mr. Evanss low 
and ſcurrilous tracts have been confuted over and 
over. | 

24. ** He trumpets himſelf forth as the greazeft 
man that has ever lived ſince Conflantine the Great,” p. 
37. This too is in Italicßs; it might have been in 
Capitals; but it is an utter falſnood. Mr. Hill might 
as well have ſaid, He trumpets himſelf forth as 
the King of Great Britain. The paſſage to which 
F ſuppoſe he alludes, and the only one he can al- 
lude to,; is this, When has true religion, ſince 
the time of Conſtantine the Great, made ſo large a 
_ progreſs within ſo ſmall a ſpace.” Serm. p. 28. Is 
this ** zrrumpeting myſelf forth as the greate/t man thah 
bas euer lived tince then? 

25. All his diſciples are commanded, not to read, 
what is wrote againſt him,“ p. 38. No: it is the 

f Tabernacle- 
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Tabernacle-diſciples are commanded Not to read 
Mr. Fletcher. And reaſon good; for there is no re- 
fiſting the force of his arguments. Thouſands, if 
they read them with any candor, would ſee, That 
GOD avilleth all men to be ſaved. | 

26. Mr. Hill concludes, ** I ſhould have been 
glad to have addreſſed him in the ſofteſt and moſt 
tender ſtile. But thoſe are weapons he turns to ri- 
dicule.” p. 39, When? Shew me a ſingle inſtance. 
Indeed, I never was tried. What Calviniſt ever 
addreſſed me in a ſoft and tender ſtyle * And which 


of them did I turn to ridicule? J am utterly guiltleſs 
in this matter. 


II. 1. I have now done with the merits of the 
cauſe, having refuted the charge 7 every article, 
And as to the manner, let any man of candor judge, 
whether I have not fpoken the truth in love. I pro- 
ceed now to take ſome notice of the manner wherein 
Mr. Hill ſpeaks : to illuſtrate which, I need only 
preſent a few or his flowers to the impartial reader. 

2. All the divinity we find in this avreched ha- 
rangue which he calls a ſermon, are a few bungling ſcraps 
of the religion of nature, namely, Love to God, 
and Love to Man, which an heathen might have 
preached as well as Mr. John“ (Polite!) “ and. 
probably in a much better manner. Eraſe half a 
dozen lines, and I defy any one to diſcover, whe=- | 
ther e lying apoſile of the Foundery be a Jew, a Pa- 
piſt, a Pagan, or a Turk.“ p. 4. | 

{© Elſe I ſhould have treated bzs trumpery with the 
ſilence and contempt it deſerves, But to fee Mr. 
Whitefield ſcratched out of his grave, by the claws of 
this deſigning wolf”? (There is a metaphor for 
you!) is enough to make the very ſtones cry 
out, or (which would be a greater miracle, ill) 
redden even a Weſ/ley's. forehead with a bluſh.” p. 5. 
I think it would be a greater miracle ſtill, to make 


a wolf Bluſh, 
5 „ The 
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© The dictatorial Mr. Joux Hyingly maintains 
argument enough for the gaping dupes whom he 
leads by the noſe.” p. G. 

« He and his /ay-lubbers go forth to poiſon the 
minds of men.” p. 11. Are not then the /ay-lub- 
bers and the gaping dupes juſt fit for each other ? 

But who are theſe lay · lubbers? They are Weſ- 
ley's ragged legion of preaching tinkers, ſcavengers, 
draymen, and chimney-ſweepers.“ p. 21. 

3. No man would do this, unleſs he were as 
unprincipled as a ROOK, and as filly as a JACKDAW.” 

« His own people ſay, He is a very poor preacher, 
and that moſt of his laymen, raw and ignorant as 
they are, preach much more to the * Indeed 
the old gentleman has loft his tectb. ut ſhould he 
not then ceaſe mumbling with his gums ?” p. 25. 

«© Why do they not keep the /hatter-brained old 
gentleman locked up in a garret ?” p. 36. | 

4+ I doubt not but for profit-/ake he would pro- 


feſs himſelf a ſtaunch Calviniſt.“ p. 16. 
„The Rev. Mr. Eos Mr. Whitefield's quondam 
underſtrapper, ib. How ſadly then did he miſtake, 
when he ſo often ſubſcribed himſelf, ** Your duti- 
ful, your obliged and affectionate Son“ 
Mark the venom that now diſtills from his 
graceleſs pen.” p. 17. The venomous quill of 
this grey-headed enemy to all righteouſneſs.” p. 19. 

5, The wwretch thought himſelf ſafe, but the 
crafty landerer is taken in his own net.” p. 20. 

«© This truly Socinian, truly heathen, truly i- 
Fernal paſſage is found in that heretic's ſermon,” 
P- 23. | 

„The moſt rancorous pretences that ever actu- 
ated the pro/ztuted pen of a wenal profiigate.” p. 30. 

.“ With him Devils and Diſſenters are terms ſyno- 
nimous. If ſo, what a Devil muſt he be!“ ib. 

„The ſole merit of the diſappointed Orlando 
Furieſo (how pretty and quaint that is!) * is 
ſeeking to inkindle a flame of Ecclefiaſtical and Civil 
Diſcord;” No; to put it out; which I bleſs 

| God 


* 
God is done already, to a great degree, And his 
ſole perfection conſiſts in perfect hatred of all good- 
neſs and all good men.“ p. 31. E 

6. Now let all the world judge between Mr. 
Hill and me. I do not ſay, all the religious world: 
but all that have the ſmalleſt 2 of common 
fenſe and common humanity, Setting every thing 
elſe aſide, ſuppoſe him to be my ſuperior in rank, 
fortune, learning, and underſtanding: is this treat- 
ment for a young man to give to an old one, who at 
leaſt is no fool, and who, before Mr. Hill was born, 
was in a more honourable employ than he is ever 
likely to be? What can inſpire this young hero with 
ſuch a ſpirit, and fill his mouth with ſuch lan- 
guage? Is it any credit to his perſon, or to his 
cauſe ? What can men think either of one or the 
other? If he does not reverence me, or common 
decency, ſhould he not reverence himſelf? Why 
Mould he place himſelf on a level with “ the rag- 
ged legion of tinkers, ſcavengers, draymen, chim- 
ney-ſweepers ?” Nay, there are many of theſe who 
would be aſhamed to ler ſuch language come out of 
their mouth. If he writes any more, let him re- 
ſume the Scholar, the Gentleman, and the Chriſti- 
an. Let him remember Him, who left us an exam- 
ple, that cue might tread in his flops: in meekneſs inflruc- 
ting thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, prradiventure God may 
bring them to the knowledge of the irath. 


LonDoN: 
Fane 28, 1777. 
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